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During Operation Protective Edge, the Jewish community of Rome awoke 
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in the streets proclaimed that “a boycott of every type of Jewish product and 

merchant is fundamental to stopping the slaughter in Palestine,” because 

“every Jewish-owned industry, factory, and business earmarks a percentage 

of its sales for Israel to supply it with weapons and continue to kill those 

who have a right to live in their own homeland.” The posters listed some 

forty businesses – clothing stores, butcher shops, restaurants, bars, and 

hotels – that, it was claimed, have Jewish owners and should be boycotted.8

The Rome incident is one of many such cases that occurred against the 
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in July showed a direct connection with Operation Protective Edge. The 

report, which compared the responses around the world over the summer 
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is a substantive deterioration with regard to attitudes to Israel. In addition, 

many pundits argue that this time, the waves of anti-Israel boycotts and 
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and attacks against Jews,2 as well as participation by hundreds of thousands 

in the consumer boycott of Israeli products in general and products from 

the settlements in particular.3
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the international community allowed Israel relative freedom of action. The 

, !J&,(#9"(4""!#L@//&)#)!2#M:%)&!"# !#(3"# !"#3)!2#)!2#(3"#,)$0)&'!#91#



190  I  Gilead Sher and Einav Yogev

the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) on the other dominated international 
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partner, announced that it is considering a general boycott of products from 

Israel if their origin is not displayed in advance;D prominent allies such 
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weighing the continued export of weapons to Israel; Israeli participation in 

some international festivals was canceled;5 Israeli tourists were ejected from 

restaurants and tourist sites in disgrace, and in some cases, were removed 

from such sites in order to protect them from hostile elements;6 and overall, 

the consumer boycott of Israeli goods was expanded, particularly in Europe.U 
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already unsettled atmosphere with his old-new program, whose second and 

third phases deal with the possible failure of the negotiations or a moratorium 
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sign the Rome Statute, which created the International Criminal Court in 
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that stands as an initial stage of UK recognition of a Palestinian state and a 

similar declaration by the Swedish Foreign Minister.
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facing Israel in the political-diplomatic, media, economic, and legal arenas. 

The increasing pressure indicates that legitimate criticism of Israeli government 

policy by the international community is slowly evolving into measures to 

&!J@"!,"#R/%)"5S/#, !2@,(#)!2#&(/#2",&/& !/#)/#)#/ K"%"&'!#2"$ ,%)(&,#/()("6#

During and after Operation Protective Edge, those driving the campaign to 

delegitimize Israel viewed Israel’s gradually eroding international status 

with much satisfaction. The campaign to delegitimize Israel inevitably 

limits Israel’s political and military room to maneuver, and the expansion of 

delegitimization efforts in Western public opinion could limit it even further.

One explanation for the unprecedented momentum in the delegitimization 

campaign during and after Operation Protective Edge is the feeling in world 
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public opinion that Israel, whose citizens enjoyed the effective protection of 

the Iron Dome system, responded disproportionately and indiscriminately, 

harming innocent civilians while wreaking great destruction in Gaza. This 
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democratic state against non-state powerful and organized militias. For 
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Israel, and Great Britain, have confronted terrorist organizations that protect 

themselves by blending in with the civilian population, sowing terror, and 
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circumstances into consideration, during Operation Protective Edge the 

government of Israel generally adopted a limited, proportional, and restrained 
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Those behind the wave of anti-Semitism and condemnation of Israel seek 

to maximize the element of asymmetry in capabilities and powers, while 

stirring up feelings of subversion and illegitimacy in the media and among 

the general public. Furthermore, studies indicate a dangerous congruence 

between the objectives of the Islamic fundamentalist terrorist resistance 

movements and the network of groups seeking to delegitimize the State of 

Israel. Both sets of movements seek to undermine Israel’s very existence 

as the Jewish national state, one by means of a militant, asymmetric war 

of attrition and the other by boycotts and construction of a narrative that 

blackens and dehumanizes the concept of Zionism.]

In general, an examination of Israel’s conduct in recent years shows 

(3)(#9"(4""!#(3"#% @!2/# -#.'3(&!'#&!#;)<)H#R/%)"5#2"K"5 0"2#)#0)%(&)5#

operational and defensive solution to the threat of delegitimization. During 

Operation Protective Edge, concern for cooperation with the international 

community and for positive international public opinion, Israel, even while 

under attacks, was careful to pay attention to the international community 
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and were often against Israel’s best interests. It also exercised great military 
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civilians. While this conduct is due primarily to the IDF’s ethical code, it also 
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On the legal front, in part as a result of the lessons learned from Operation 

F)/(#?")2#)!2#(3"#Mavi Marmara episode, Israel strictly adheres to the rules 
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at middle and high military levels and in the headquarters of maneuvering 
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political and military decision making processes and examine the IDF and 

the government’s inspection and investigation mechanisms.9

The IDF has also learned from past errors, and even before a commission 

of inquiry was established under the auspices of the UN secretary general, 

announced that it would conduct a legal investigation of ninety incidents 

from Operation Protective Edge. These include the deaths of four children 

on a Gaza beach, the bombing of a school in which fourteen were killed, 

and an incident of looting in Shejaiya.8C
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Council and headed by William Schabas has an overwhelming majority of 
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consistent violation of human rights, and therefore, there is nothing easier 

than to condemn Israel automatically in the council as part of the double 
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teaches that Israel’s reluctance to cooperate with commissions of this kind 
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commissions, including the body established after Operation Protective 

Edge, is appropriate, and Israel must formally protest and make its criticism 
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submit – under protest – its factual and legal arguments so that they will be 

presented to the commission, even if it chooses to ignore them.

These efforts notwithstanding, the accelerated erosion of Israel’s position 

in the wake of the operation indicates that a measured security strategy, 

operational caution, and legal-military deployment are not enough. The 
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and events around the world indicate that the Palestinian struggle has long 

transcended the borders of the Middle East. The Palestinian narrative has 

been internationalized and framed as a just struggle among many audiences 

in academia, economics, politics, and public opinion.
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This is the background to the organized strategy behind the campaign to 
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to increase international involvement in Israel itself, and thereby dictate the 

terms of Israel’s independent existence and borders while eroding its standing 

as the sovereign state of the Jewish people. This is done by tactically and 

manipulatively copying the global campaign once conducted against the 
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Israel is not an apartheid state, and the democratic and liberal forces 

prominent in its society will endeavor to ensure that it would never become 

one. Nevertheless, during and especially after Operation Protective Edge, as 
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intended to ingrain into Western consciousness that Israel equals apartheid 

began several years ago among activists and NGOs. They are based in part 
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a holocaust, crimes against humanity, and ethnic cleansing. 
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milestones. The campaign is being conducted at varying intensities, overtly 

and covertly. Thus, there is a lurking danger not only of rapid deterioration, 

up to isolation and censure of Israel, but also that Israel will unfortunately 
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position in the international community did not get worse overnight; it 

was a process of ongoing erosion. Over the course of some twenty years, 

opposition to apartheid spread in world public opinion in the form of boycotts 

and divestment, in cultural and academic institutions, and in corporations 
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isolation could be Israel’s fate, despite its democratic character, military 

achievements, and measured defense policy.

Now, with Israel’s military achievements in Operation Protective Edge 

and the growing threat from extremist organizations in the Middle East, an 

opportunity has been created for a political turnabout in Israel’s conduct and 
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state’s existence and security in the heart of the stormy Middle East marked 

by the waves of fundamentalist Islamic terror.

P3"#%"K 5@(& !/#&!#=%)9#, @!(%&"/H#(3"#,&K&5#4)%#&!#+1%&)H#(3"#'% 4&!'#

/(%"!'(3# -#+)5)./(#X&3)2H#(3"#, 55)0/"# -#' K"%!$"!(#/1/("$/H#R+R+#("%% %H#

(3"#%&/"# -#(3"#0 4"%# -#(3"#a=%)9#/(%""(Hb#)!2#(3"#4"):"!&!'# -#(3"#%"'&$"/#

in all countries in the region make it necessary for Israel to adopt a policy 
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status quo. It appears that today, circumstances and opportunities have been 
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pivotal position within the international community’s efforts to rehabilitate 

Gaza and hopefully aid the transition to a gradual resumption of power in 
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disarmed. That should be exploited to combine a regional political initiative 

with Israeli-Palestinian negotiations while independently and unconditionally 

preparing to separate from the Palestinians. Such a combined and graduated 
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Israel as the safe, democratic state of the Jewish people with a responsible, 

long term, sober view of security for Israel and its citizens.

But that is not enough. In tandem with its political moves, Israel must 

undertake a national and international effort to confront the effective 

delegitimization campaign being waged against it on all fronts mentioned 

above. In academia, the economy, culture, trade, and tourism, Israeli 

citizens face a delegitimization front and bear the burden of the campaign 

– economically, in terms of image, and sometimes personally. It is the state’s 

obligation to shield all individuals who stand on the front lines but are not 

a formal part of the governmental or military system through a protective 

arrangement that does not leave them on their own. Therefore, the government 

must allocate resources, combine forces, develop operational and combat 

doctrines, recruit institutions and individuals from outside the government, 

and organize these efforts urgently under the umbrella of imperative strategy. 

Israel today has the power to engender change and lead to a turnabout to 

cope with this complex threat, and the sooner it does so, the better.
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